16 3 2 M A R K E T S T R E E T

S A N F R A N C I S C O 9 410 2

415 3 4 7 8 3 6 6 T E L

For immediate release

Stéphanie Solinas:
Identité
March 31 – May 13, 2017
Opening Reception
Friday, March 31, 6-8 pm
FraenkelLAB
1632 Market Street, San Francisco

FraenkelLAB is pleased to present the first US exhibition of the French artist Stéphanie Solinas from
March 31 – May 13, 2017. Stéphanie Solinas: Identité will survey the artist’s compelling work over the past nine
years, including photographs, videos, books, and sculptures. Solinas has developed a varied practice that
explores identity and its limits, including how we define ourselves and others through the act of seeing.
For the artist’s project Dominique Lambert (2004-2010), she sought to catalog the identity of every man and
woman in France who shares this very common name. Solinas began by contacting 191 persons named
“Dominique Lambert,” and sent questionnaires to the participants in order to find myriad ways to define
them as individuals. Each person’s answers were interpreted by a committee comprised of a psychologist,
a statistician, a police inspector, and an attorney. The resulting individual profiles were used by the police
to create computer-generated portraits. Solinas then sought out and photographed real people who
resembled these likenesses. Ultimately, the artwork compiles all these perspectives into a set of 21 books
dedicated to a search for identity and questioning the official tools of representation of the individual.
Through her series Traits, the artist also examines how anatomy and facial characteristics may define (or
fail to define) a person. Using a large-format camera, the artist photographed young men face-on and in
profile, similar to the conventions used in identity cards and mugshots. Solinas then subtly transformed
each image by hand to highlight certain facial characteristics by which a person is commonly classified,
accentuating and distorting the realistic image to near caricature.
Solinas sees photography both as a medium capable of providing scientific proof and an opportunity to
create a fiction. She delves into the history of identity photographs in Sans Titre (M.Bertillon), inspired by
Alphonse Bertillon, who invented a systematic method for using portrait photography to recognize
individuals in criminal and forensic investigations. In one of her works, Solinas uses facial analysis software
to transform Bertillon’s 1893 photographic portrait into a mask-like three-dimensional image in paper.
The artist also considers how photography may be used as an investigative tool, and her recent work
researches hidden worlds and unseen realities. Le Pourquoi Pas? (“Why Not?) is a new body of work that
includes a video of a conversation between an Icelandic medium and his client’s deceased friend. In related
cyanotype photographs, titled Equivalences, Solinas draws on Icelandic lore to search for creatures in the
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lava fields. By inserting photo-sensitive paper into rock crevices, she creates images of glowing blue and
bright white flashes, suggesting sources of life and energy that cannot be captured by a camera.

Stéphanie Solinas (b. 1978) lives and works in Paris, and she has had solo exhibitions at FOAM
Fotografie Museum in Amsterdam and numerous venues in France, including the French Photographic
Society, La Maison Rouge, and Eugène Delacroix National Museum in Paris; Carré d’Art in Nimes; and
Rencontres d’Arles. Her work is in the collection of the Centre National des Arts Plastiques, Bibliothèque
Nationale de France, Centre Pompidou/Bibliothèque Kandinsky, Fonds Régional d’Art Contemporain,
and Pier 24 Photography, among others.
FraenkelLAB, spearheaded by Frish Brandt and Jeffrey Fraenkel, is Fraenkel Gallery’s new venue for
adventurous artwork from any era and in any medium. Follow @fraenkelLAB on Instagram for the latest
news about upcoming events for the exhibition Stéphanie Solinas: Identité.
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For press inquiries, please contact Rebecca Herman at 415.981.2661 or rherman@fraenkelgallery.com
IMAGES (left to right): Stéphanie Solinas, Traits (Julien), 2008, and Traits (Baptiste), 2008. Chromogenic print, marker.
© Stéphanie Solinas, courtesy Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco

